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FIRST IN PRIDE, FIRST IN EXCELLENCE 

  
December 16, 2019 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

Last week the California School Dashboard released school rankings for 2019.  This ranking system assigns a color code 

to each school based on several factors.  The ranking system goes from highest to lowest; Blue, Green, Yellow, Orange, 

Red.  These rankings are factors in eligibility for state and national awards, such as our 2018 California Distinguished 

School and 2019 National Blue Ribbon.  The awards not only reinforce the hard work of our students, staff, and 

community, but also is often the reason families move to Stevenson Ranch in general.  Unfortunately, our school was not 

eligible for a California Distinguished School 2020 because of our 2019 rankings.  

 

Attendance is an area where we need your help.  Our school is ranked Yellow for having students 

Chronically Absent.  We need students in school to learn and grow.  Other than being ill, it is 

important that students are in school as much as possible.  The State only considers attendance 

when students arrive within the first 30 minutes of the school day.  Please work to make medical 

appointments for after school, or as late in the day as possible and leave school early.  If you 

know your child will be out for 5 or more days for any reason, please sign-up for Independent 

Study, which is available to any student that is going to be out 5 to 15 school days.  This allows 

your students to earn school attendance credit through the completion of independent learning 

tasks.  See Mrs. Gray in the front office as soon as you know your child will be out for an 

Independent Study form.  Thank you for doing your part to ensures your children are in school 

every day.  If you need attendance support, or have specific situations, reach out to any of us in 

the school office.                                                                                                                                          

 

Academically, you may notice that our school is 

ranked green in English Language Arts.  While 

students scored 97.9 points above standard, that score is 3.6 points lower 

than the previous year.  The green ranking is based on the change, not the 

score.  The State of California is rated green in English Language Arts 

too, with and overall score 3 points below the standard.  California’s 

green ranking is because students performed 3.1 points higher than last 

year.  In Mathematics our school maintained a blue rating.   

 

In all subjects, we will continue to work hard to keep our students 

achieving above standard.  You can support academics at home by 

making reading part of your child’s nightly routine.  Have them talk about 

what they read (or heard you read for the real little ones), and explain why 

they did or did not like the selection, supporting their opinion with details 

found in the text.   Students can also practice their writing through keeping a journal. In math, students learn about how 

math works, why math facts calculate the way they do, and strategies for approaching mathematical problems.  At home, 

have students explain their mathematical thinking to you, and it never hurts to practice addition, subtraction, 

multiplication, and division facts with flash cards, memory games, and more.  

 

For more information about our school rankings, as well as rankings in other areas, please visit the California School 

Dashboard at https://www.caschooldashboard.org/reports/19648326113047/2019#chronic-absenteeism-card 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mr. Rose and Miss Black 

https://www.caschooldashboard.org/reports/19648326113047/2019#chronic-absenteeism-card

